
The Merits of the First 10 Days of Dhū al-Ḥijjah

The virtue of these days:

 اختار الله الزمان فا�حب الزمان ا�لى الله الشهر الحرام و ا�حب الأ�شهر الحرم ا�لى الله ذو الحجة و
ا�حب ذي الحجة ا�لى الله العشر الأ�ول

“Allah selected time and so the most beloved time to Allah is the sacred months and the 
most beloved sacred months to Allah is Dhū al-Ḥijjah and the most beloved part of Dhū 

al-Ḥijjah to Allah is the first 10.”1

ر#﴿ ش$ ال# ع% ر) و% ل%ي% ج$ ﴾و% ال$ف%
“By the dawn and ten wondrous nights…”2

In these ten days, there are 2 days which are the most virtuous days of the year: 9th and 
10th of Dhū al-Ḥijjah. Some of the scholars have said that the night of the first 10 days of 
Dhū al-Ḥijjah are greater in virtue than the last 10 in Ramaḍān because the last 10 night 
of Ramaḍān merit lies in 1 night that maybe in them whilst the first 10 nights of Dhū al-
Ḥijjah are all virtuous in their own right. Allah has sworn by these nights unlike the last 
10 nights of Ramaḍān. Therefore these first 10 nights as a group are more virtuous than 
the last 10 of Ramaḍān but the night in which the Night of Power lies is more virtuous 
than them all.   

Dhū al-Ḥijjah is the most virtuous of the sacred months. The Messenger of Allah said:

�يام يومكم هذا ا�لأ و ا�ن ا�حرم الشهور  شهركم هذا ا�لأ و ا�ن ا�حرم البلاد بلدكم  ا�لأ و ا�ن ا�حرم الأ
هذا

“Nay the most sacred days is this days of yours today! Nay, the most sacred month is 
this month of yours! Nay, the most sacred land is this land of yours!”3

ر7 �يام عند الله يوم النحر و يوم الق% ا�عظم الأ
 “The greatest day according to God is the Day of Sacrifice and the Day of Settlement4 

(11th Dhū al-Ḥijjah).”5

In these days, Moses  was promised his meeting with Allah. There is a difference of 
opinion whether these 10 days were the first or the last.6 

1 A weak tradition related by Kaʿb al-Aḥbār
2 Qurʾān: 89/2
3 A tradition with a reliable chain related by Aḥmad 
4 This is when the people settle in Minā for the next 2 to 3 days of Tashrīq.
5 A rigorously authentic tradition related by Abū Dāwūd and Nasāʾī
6 A tradition related by ʿAbd ar-Razzāq
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This month is the last of the months of the pilgrimage which are Shawwāl, Dhū al-
Qaʿdah and  Dhū al-Ḥijjah i.e. in which one can enter the state of  ihrām and start the 
preliminary rites of the Pilgrimage. In the first ten days, the people take their animals 
that they wish to sacrifice in Makkah for their rites of the Pilgrimage and head for the 
Holy House.  

Recommended acts in these days:

There are many traditions which establish that there are no others days in the year 
better for doing righteous deeds than in these days.

العمل فيهن يضاعف بسبعمائة
 “Deeds in these days are multiplied by 700.”7

There are weak traditions that state every virtuous act performed in these days is equal 
to a year, two months, and a thousand days in any other time of the year. 

• Fasting

The best act one can do in these days is fast.

 ما من ا�يام ا�حب ا�لى الله ا�ن يتعبد له فيها من عشر ذي الحجة يعدل صيام كل يوم منها بصيام
سنة و قيام كل ليلة منها بقيام ليلة القدر 

“There are no days more beloved to Allah for Him to be worshipped in than the first 10 
days of Dhū al-Ḥijjah. Fasting one day in them is equal to fasting a whole year and 

standing the night in prayer in one of them is equal to standing in prayer on the Night 
of Power (Qadr).”8

Ḥafṣah related that the Prophet would fast the full first nine days of Dhū al-Ḥijjah.9 This 
was the practice of Ibn ʿUmar and the position of al-Ḥasan al-Baṣrī, Qatādah, Ibn Sīrīn 
and a large number of the scholars as stated by Ibn Rajab. However, there are other 
relations from his wives that state the 9th only. ʿĀʾishah related that she never saw him 
fast the first 10 days.10 Ahmad b. Ḥanbal responded by saying that ʿĀʾishah meant that 
he never fasted the full ten days and  Ḥafṣah meant that he used to fast most of the 
days.

Fasting these days is not greater than fasting the month of Ramaḍān because Ramaḍān 
is obligatory whilst fasting the first 10 days of Dhū al-Ḥijjah is encouraged (mustaḥabb). 
ʿUmar used to like making up fasts of Ramaḍān in these days because they were more 
virtuous  than  other  days  of  the  year  but  ʿAlī  used  to  forbid  people  from  doing  so 

7 A weak tradition related by Bayhaqī
8 A weak tradition related by Tirmidhī
9 A rigorously authenticated tradition related by Abū Dāwūd, Nasāʾī, Aḥmad, and Bayhaqī
10 A tradition related by Muslim
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because he saw that the reward was in fasting them as supererogatory fasts and not in 
making up obligatory fasts. 

• Performing the night vigil

It is encouraged (mustaḥabb)  to spend the first  10 nights in prayer.  There are some 
narrations that specify the night of Eid but they are weak. 

• Invoking tahlīl, takbīr and taḥmīd

�يام فا�كثروا فيهن من التهليل و التكبير و  ما من ا�يام العمل الصالح فيها ا�حب ا�لى الله من هذه الأ
التحميد

“There are no days in which there are righteous acts which are more beloved to Allah 
than these days so invoke much la ilāha illallāh, Allāhu Akbar and al-Ḥamdu lillah.”11

It is encouraged to make much remembrance in these days. 

ات#﴿ لJوم% ع$ م% اللKه) ف)ي اLيKام# م% وا اس$ JرJك ﴾و% اذ$
“Invoke the name of Allah on well-known days.”12

The majority of the scholars said that these well known days are the first 10 days of Dhū 
al-Ḥijjah.

The reason why one should invoke Allah much in these days is out of thanks for this 
blessing of the sacrifice in which there is so much benefit.

The people of the cities should make much remembrance on the afternoon of the 9th 

Dhū al-Ḥijjah as the pilgrims do.  Aḥmad even encouraged people to cry out “Allāhu  
Akbar!” in the market places but the other scholars did not take this position. Ibn ʿUmar 
and Abū Hurayrah used to cry out “Allāhu Akbar!” in the market places in the first ten 
days of Dhū al-Ḥijjah and people used to repeat it after them.13 They would say:

  Jد م$ رJ و% ل)لKه) ال$ح% رJ اللKهJ اLك$ب% رJ ل%أ ا�)ل%ه% ا�)لKأ اللKهJ و% اللKهJ اLك$ب% رJ ا%للKهJ اLك$ب% ا%للKهJ اLك$ب%
“God is great! God is great! There is no deity but He! God is great! God is great! All praise 

be to Him.”

The people who are not performing the Pilgrimage share in two acts with the pilgrims: 
in the invocations and in the sacrifice.

• Refraining from cutting ones hairs and nails until one sacrifices ones animal
11 A rigorously authentic tradition related by Aḥmad
12 Qurʾān: 22/28
13 

 

 A rigorously authentic tradition related by Bukhārī
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Even someone who wants to sacrifice in the first ten days and is not a pilgrim should 
not take from his hair and nails until he sacrifices his animal.14 Ibn ʿUmar used to shave 
his head after sacrificing his animal. 

14 This is the case if he sacrifices his animal in his city. If he sends his animal to another region to be 
sacrificed he does not need to do so.
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